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District H Council Meeting, Branch 561 Elliot Lake, September 19, 2015 

 

District H Commander, Peter Miller 

Comrades  

It will not be long before those cold and wet snow birds 
return to our wonderful country. I am sure we will hear a 
bunch of crying about how cold it was, how wet it was and 
how expensive it was because of the low Canadian dollar 
this year. I for one will not be showing them any sympathy 
however I will welcome them back and enjoy socializing with 
them all again.  

The first weekend in March I will be in Aurora at the PAC 
meeting. By the looks of things, the agenda is full and our meeting has been delayed 
until Sunday. Then March has the zone conventions along with Easter this year which 
will make the month go by very quickly.  

This year I have shared the responsibilities of visiting the zone conventions with my two 
deputies. I will be attending Zone H3, Comrade Steve will be visiting Zone H4 and 

Comrade Tom will be the District representative in Zone H2.  

Branch Presidents if you have not yet completed the credential report for the Dominion Convention would you 
please make it your top priority and get them mail to Ontario Command ASAP. Even if no one is attending from 
your branch they still are required to be signed and returned.   

In Comradeship 
Peter 
 
District H, 1st Deputy Commander Steve Frech 
 
My dear Comrades:  
 
By the time the District Convention convenes in Mattawa in April, spring should be 
just around the corner. i find that the best part of a convention is getting together with 
a lot of great people and meeting some new ones. But on the other side, there is work 
that needs to be done. We gather to learn and share and hopefully solve some of our 
problems. 
 
2015 appeared to be a rough year for the Annual Branch Inspections and the Poppy 
Campaign Reports. Hopefully, we can iron-out the problems and have a much easier 
go of it this fall. 
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Comrade Branch Presidents; it is in your duties to represent your branch at the District Convention or send 
someone in your place.  Your absence weakens the Convention but your presence strengthens it. 
Hoping to see you in Mattawa. 
 
Steve  
 
Br. 25, Sault Ste. Marie 
 
Second World War veteran Fred Middleton of Sault Ste. 
Marie, at left, with Sandy Ross, Royal Canadian Legion 
Deputy Zone H4 Commander, and fellow Second World 
War veteran Kenneth Hocken at a ceremony at Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 25, February 3, 2016. Middleton 
was presented with the French Legion of Honour Medal. 
Darren Taylor/SooToday 
 
For his part in liberating France from Nazi tyranny over 70 
years ago, the Sault’s Fred Middleton received the French 
Legion of Honour Medal at a ceremony held Wednesday 
at Royal Canadian Legion Branch 25. 
In an initiative that began in 2014, the French government 
has awarded several Legion of Honour Medals to Allied 
soldiers who helped liberate France. 
"I was surprised (upon being informed he would receive the medal)," Middleton told reporters at Wednesday's 
ceremony. Middleton is the third Sault veteran to receive the French Legion of Honour Medal, after Ed Bedard 
(now deceased) and Kenneth Hocken. "It was really nice of them (the French government) to do this," 
Middleton said. 
Middleton went ashore at Normandy with Canadian troops in the Allied invasion of Europe on June 6, 1944. 
Born and raised in Nova Scotia before he eventually settled in Sault Ste. Marie after the Second World War, 
Middleton joined the Canadian army in 1943 and served with the North Nova Scotia Highlanders. On D-Day, 
Middleton went ashore from a landing craft at Juno Beach (one of five beaches where the Allies gained a 
foothold on June 6, 1944, and the one to which Canadian troops were specifically assigned). 
In an earlier conversation with SooToday, Middleton recalled carrying a heavy pack of military gear, avoiding 
bullets from enemy snipers and wading ashore through choppy water. Middleton's unit advanced 14 miles that 
day, but he was wounded by a shell fragment in one of his legs in battle and sent back to England for surgery. 
"There was a well-known Montreal surgeon who really saved my leg…they asked me to go back again, so I 
went back a second time and we ended up 75 miles from Paris," Middleton said. Middleton volunteered to join 
the army and go to battle, as there was no conscription of Canadian troops until late 1944. 
Despite the horrific memories of war, Middleton said he would do it again to fight for freedom. "If I was young 
again, I wouldn't think twice, I'd go." 
Middleton, now 92, moved to the Sault with his English war bride (Iris, to whom he has been married for over 
70 years) in 1947. He worked at Algoma Steel until his retirement in the early 1980s. The Middletons have two 
sons, Roy and Brian, and three grandchildren. The Middletons have visited France once since the war, in 
2013. "They were good to us in France," Middleton said. 
Allied forces successfully established a beachhead on the French coast on D-Day, and a year of vicious 
fighting followed. Canadians and their allies pushed through western Europe and eventually into Germany 
itself, and the Nazis surrendered in May, 1945. Allied casualties on D-Day exceeded 10,000, including 359 
Canadians killed in action. The subsequent Battle of Normandy resulted in more than 18,700 Canadians killed 
and wounded. More than 43,000 Canadians lost their lives in the Second World War. 23,000 of those 
Canadians killed served in the army, 17,000 in the air force, 2,000 in the navy and another 1,600 in the 
merchant navy.  54,000 Canadians were wounded.  
 
 
 

https://www.sootoday.com/local-news/veterans-recall-the-horrors-of-d-day-174027
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On behalf of Scotiabank, representatives were 
pleased to donate $15,000 to the Veterans 
Commemorative Monument. 
 
L-R John R. Koster, Scotia Bank Bay St. Branch 
Manager; Bruce Pearce, Veterans Commemorative 
Memorial (VCM); Clyde Healey, Chairman VCM; 
Craig Chorney, Northern Avenue Branch Manager 
and Comrade Bill Bennett Branch 25 Cenotaph 
Chair 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L-R President Branch 25 Wayne Paulencu; Branch 
25 Poppy Chair Marilyn Patterson; Public Relations 
Officer Debbie Rouleau; Wacky Wings Manager 
Ikeda Rowswell. 
 
The amount on this cheque was for $1225.21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Br. 76, Dr. Fred Starr, Sudbury 
 
 
 
On Saturday Feb 6th, Branch 76 held a dance to raise 
funds for our new building. Mr. R. Richer a 14 year member 
of the legion and WW11 veteran presents Dave Petrynchyn 
(President) with a donation of $500.00 while Allen 
Lamirande (building committee)looks on. A great time was 
had by all. 
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On Sunday Feb 7th Branch 76 held their Public Speaking Competition. The picture on the left is of all the 
competitors who participated. The second photo is of all the winners.  Comrade Judy Robitaille Chairman and 
Comrade Ron Robitaille presented the certificates on behalf of the branch.  
 

 

 
 
  
Membership Day at the Mall 
 
Our Membership Committee came up with a 
great idea to spur public interest in the work 
of the Legion. Pictured Left to Right are: 
Gisele Pharand, PRO, second chair, Jim 
Young, Membership Chair Kerry Leach, 
Bruce McNab Sergeant at arms, and 
Raymond Bouchard legion member. The 
booth was set up in the Sears Mall and we 
hope to do this again next month. 
 

 

 

Well folks despite the weather the RCL Br. 76, Little 
Brown Jug Funspiel went off on schedule. Its 59 
years and still going strong. Approximately 40 
people turned out for the event and a good time was 
had by all. Lots of great prizes. Thanks to President 
Dave Petrychyn for all his hard work and Maryann, 
Emma and their helpers for the great meal. The 
winners this year was the team of Jack Gibson, Rick 
Michaud, Raymond Pharand and Ron Pederson. 

The preceding pictures and text were submitted by 
Gisele Pharand, Br. 76 PRO 
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The citizens of the City of Greater Sudbury provided 
overwhelming support for the 2015 Poppy 
Campaign. The tremendous effort of our many 
Branch volunteers has paid dividends for not only 
our veterans but also the community at large.  In the 
past month Branch 76 donated $5000 to SISU 
Finlandia Foundation for the “Stay Strong, Live 
Long” Wellness and Fitness Centre for Seniors. 
Pictured is President Dave Petrynchn,  Jim Young 
Poppy Chair and Gerry Lougheed Jr., Finlandia 
Charitable Foundation Chair. 
 
$20,000 also was donated to the Northern Cancer 
Foundation to be applied to the Sam Bruno P.E.T. 
Scan Fund.   We were also pleased to donate 
$2000 to both the Admiral Mountbatten Sea Cadets and the Navy League Sudbury Cadets whose efforts in 
canvassing contributed to our very successful Campaign.  

 
Branch 76 donated $2000.00 from the Poppy 
Fund to the Navy League, Sudbury Cadets. L to R 
President Dave Petrynchyn, Navy League of 
Canada (Sudbury) President Bryan Chapelle, 
P.O. 2 Catherine Theriault Cadet, P.O. 1 Noah 
Simms Cadet, Jim Young Poppy Chair, 
Commander Jerry Bradley.  
 
Back Row: Steve Allan Navy League of Canada 
(Sudbury) Treasure, Jen Sheppard 1st Vice 
President Navy League of Canada (Sudbury), and 
SLT Thomas Flake 

  
 
 

 
 

Br. 76 donated $2000.00 from the Poppy Fund 
to  the Admiral Mountbatten Sea Cadet Corps 
44.  L to R President Dave Petrynchyn, Patric 
Brisebois ordinary cadet, Ema Brisebois PO 1, ?, 
Bryan Chapelle President Navy League of 
Canada (Sudbury), Jim Young Poppy Chair, 
C.I. Carina Brisebois. 
 
Back Row: Steve Allan Navy League (Sudbury 
Branch Treasure, Jen Sheppard Navy League 
Chair (Sudbury Branch), Commander Jerry 
Bradley, Sylvain Boucher Lt. Navy League, 

 
Submitted by Jim Young, Br. 76 Poppy Trust 
Chair. 
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The Ladies Auxiliary donated 
$10,000.00 to the RCL Branch 
76. 
  
Dave Petrynchyn President Br. 
76, Emma Goedhuis, President 
Ladies Auxiliary, Maryann 
Meunier, Nancy Turner, Mary 
Duhaime, Rea Hannay, Gisele 
Fragameni, Myrtle Bolton, 
Genevive Keen Back Row, 
Stella Pelland, Lorraine Hyslop, 
Diana Goedhuis. 
 
Submitted by Gisele Pharand 
Br. 76 PRO 
 

 
Leave the Streets Behind Committee 

Dr. Fred Starr Branch 76, Sudbury 
 
In late January, Dr. Fred Starr Branch 76 established a “Leave the Streets Behind” committee in an effort to 
assist local homeless veterans.  The committee was formed in response to the success of Ontario Command’s 
“Operation: Leave the Streets Behind” program which has assisted homeless veterans in many communities.  
Many community agencies in Sudbury are now involved in our effort to assist homeless veterans through 
existing Legion programs. 
 
Branch 76 contact cards and “Operation: Leave the Streets Behind” flyers from Ontario Command have been 
distributed to our community partners. Agencies such as Red Coats Outreach, Salvation Army, Elgin Street 
Mission, Blue Door Soup Kitchen, Samaritan Centre, Sudbury Food Bank, Red Cross, Greater Sudbury Police 
Service, John Howard Society, and others have been made aware of our initiative.  We have also connected 
with the Coordinator of Homelessness and Shelters, the Coordinator of the Homelessness Network and the 
Community Advisory Board on Homelessness.  These organizations will play a crucial role in informing the 
homelessness support network in Sudbury of our important initiative to help homeless veterans.   
 
The process that has been established is for the 
front line people who work with the homeless to ask 
the question: “Have you served in the military?” If 
the answer is affirmative, the individual will be 
offered a card with the Branch 76 phone number so 
that contact can be made with the Branch Service 
Officer.  The Service Officer will assist the individual 
at the Branch level and make the necessary 
arrangements for assistance from Ontario 
Command and Veterans Affairs Canada.  In the past 
month we have established a network to assist us 
with getting our message out.  The next step in our 
mission is to provide assistance to our homeless veterans. 
 
If you have any suggestions to assist the committee please contact Jim Young, Committee Chair at   
helpsudburyhomelessvets@gmail.com.   
 

mailto:helpsudburyhomelessvets@gmail.com
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Br. 177, Little Current 
 

 
LITTLE CURRENT—The Little Current Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 117 Public Speaking Competition, hosted 
the Island wide public speaking competition recently, 
selecting three youth to represent Manitoulin Island at the 
area competition in Sudbury. 
The competition started with the induction of the judges: 
Melissa Peters, Debby Turner and Wendy Gauthier, 
followed by Manitoulin Secondary School (MSS) public 
speaking winner Sandi Kuntsi kicking off the afternoon 
with her speech on her time in Kenya volunteering with ME 
to WE and the dreams of the children she met there. Sandi 
will be representing Manitoulin at the high school level of 
the competition in Sudbury. 

In the primary division, Grade 1-3, first place went to Central Manitoulin Public School (CMPS) Grade 1 student 
Erik Wahl for his speech on his big sister. Second place was awarded to Grade 3 Lakeview School student 
Aspen Debassige, while third place went to Grade 3 Assiginack Public School (APS) student Xavier Mara and 
fourth, to Grade 2 Little Current Public School (LCPS) student Garrett Charbonneau. 
Erik was very enthusiastic during his speech, emphasizing funny moments growing up with his sister and the 
ups and downs of their relationship. “I don’t know what went wrong,” said Erik. “She loved me when I was a 
baby. Now she only wants to play girly, boring games. I have to say I miss the good old days.” 
But Erik said when he still really needs his sister, she’s there for him. “When I need a snack, to kill a bug or 
when I can’t reach things on a high shelf,” Erik said of when his sister comes through for him. “She loves me 
and is always there for me when I need her the most.” He cheekily concluded his speech, giving his sister a 
B+. 
Xavier spoke confidently about the Chupacabra and the legends around the strange creature during his 
speech, while Aspen spoke of monarchs and concluded her speech by singing a butterfly release song in 
Ojibwe. 
Garrett talked about Lego and how all you need is your “imagination, creativity and Lego” to have fun. 
In the junior division, Grade 4-6, Grade 5 student Jocelyn Kuntsi from APS placed first for her speech on 
memory. Second place went to Grade 5 CMPS student Kate Chapman for her speech on child soldiers, while 
third went to Lakeview student Alex Joshua Mathews with his speech on vipers and fourth, to CMPS student 
Ethan Cooper on building a house. 
Jocelyn began her speech by joking that she had forgotten her cue cards. She then launched into some 
surprising facts such as that adults forget three things per day, which is 93 things a month. 
“WHEN YOU LEARN YOU ONLY REMEMBER FORTY PERCENT OF WHAT HAS BEEN TAUGHT,” 
EXPLAINED JOCELYN. “USUALLY THE MOST IMPORTANT DETAILS STICK FOR THE LONGEST OR 
WHAT YOU THINK IS IMPORTANT.” 
Throughout her speech, she also shared tips to help people remember, such as turning knowledge into a song. 
“Another way to remember things is to say it over and over until it sticks,” she added. 
“I probably have about one hundred things I am forgetting about right now like my homework,” joked Jocelyn, 
concluding her speech. “Sorry about that, Mr. Mailloux. I better do it right away. Uh oh, I forgot the assignment 
at home! Well, at least I remembered my speech!” 
The intermediate division was won by Grade 8 CMPS student Amber Wahl for her comical speech on home 
renovations. Second place was awarded to Grade 7 Lakeview student Darci Debassige. Third place went to 
Grade 8 LCPS student Rheanne Green, while fourth place went to Grade 7 APS student Skye Setterington. 
Similar to her little brother, Amber was also very expressive and funny during her speech on home 
renovations. 
“Personally, I don’t like them,” she said. “I can handle change, but not all the stuff to get there.” 
Amber explained the various stages of home renovations, such as the discussion or ‘argument phase.’ 
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She concluded her speech, saying that she is fine without doing any home renovations and wouldn’t mind “a 
pink kitchen with shag carpet.” 
Darci talked about Canadian stereotypes and what being Canadian really means. 
Rheanne’s speech on shadow people was terrifying, discussing the urban legends around mysterious shadow 
people, while Skye talked about the invention of basketball, volleyball and baseball. 
The top three competitors in each division received medals and a cash prize, while all competitors received 
certificates. 
Erik, Jocelyn, Amber and Sandi will all be going on to represent Manitoulin in their divisions at the next level of 
the Royal Canadian Legion Public Speaking Competition in Sudbury on Sunday, February 21. 
From the Manitoulin Expositor written by the Expositor Staff. 
 
Br. 374, Richard’s Landing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Br. 429, Wawa 
 

 
I was looking forward to it and they did not 
disappoint me. The 21 students who 
participated  in  the Legion Public Speaking 
contest. And Our Comrade Barb Leschishin 
did a wonderful job guiding these 
youngsters through their speeches. 
 
It always amazes everyone there about the 
inspiration and subjects (From My red truck 
to Frustration and more) and how our 
youngsters think today about the world they 
live in. All in all it was again a big success 
And I am always happy to be one of 
her many helpers. And a Thank you to our 
ladies Auxiliary who put out the snacks and 
beverages. 
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So it is cold and Family Weekend and also Wawa carnival weekend. With all the festivities, Wawa will be like a 
BIG family. And talking about family. They have changed too over the last years. On cold nights like we have 
now, they used to pull out the family album and looked at the snapshots of years gone by and talked about 

Grandpa who fought in the big war and uncle Joe who died on Juno Beach 
in France. 
But now we have all the snapshots on a stick or on a CD and we have hardly 
time to look at them. 
And this is the reason the Legion was created to remember those of our 
families who died for King and Country and those who came home but 
needed help to get back into civilian life. And they did and most of them 
never mentioned what they had seen and done while doing their duty. Today 
we have many Government and military organizations to help those who 
need help. And still some of our younger veterans suffer in silence. But the 
Legion is always there for ALL of them like families help their own. The 
Legion is even collecting guitars to help those with mental problems from 
their service find peace of mind through music. And as good Citizens the 
local Branches help other organizations in the towns to build alliances for the 
future. 
 
At our membership meeting we had the representative of Ducks Unlimited, 
Wally East officially present a cheque in the amount of $425.00 to our 
Branch being the proceeds of a Painting auctioned off at that event. So a 

BIG Thank YOU. And that is how things are done in the Wawa Family. 
 
Submitted by Nick Veldt Br. 429 PRO 
 
Br. 503, Onaping Falls 
 

The 2016 Public Speaking Contest at Branch 

503 on Sunday, February 7th  was TERRIFIC !  

All the Students delivered excellent speeches, 

and the efforts and research each put into 

preparing their speech really showed  when 

they gave their Speeches.  It was a fun and 

exciting day, and Branch 503 is so Proud of the 

Students from Larchwood and Levack Public 

Schools.  We congratulate every student for 

their great speeches, and thank them for 

participating in the R.C.L. Annual Public 

Speaking Contest. 

The First Place Winning Students advance to 

the Zone Level of the Competition on Sunday 

February 21st at Branch 76 in Sudbury ~ and 

Branch 503 will be rooting for them!  The First Place Winners are: Primary  Tiia Peura ~ Larchwood Public 

School, Junior  ~ Kaarina Peura ~ Larchwood Public School, Intermediate ~ Elizabeth Pratt ~ Levack Public 

School 



 Page 10 
 

 

Terrific Day at Branch 76 where the Zone 
Level Public Speaking Contest was held, 
Sunday Feb 21st. Branch 503 was thrilled 
with the speeches from our own winning 
students who advanced to compete at this 
level, and although they did not go further in 
the competition, we are Very Proud of 
Elizabeth Pratt of Levack Public School, and 
Tiia and Kaarina Peura of Larchwood Public 
School who all delivered their speeches 
wonderfully. Congratulations to ALL the 
students participating in this contest and 
Good Luck to those that are advancing. 

Submitted by Ramona Haldorson Br. 503 
PRO 

Come on out for our very first Paint Night!! 

 
Mary-Ann Leclair will be coming to the Onaping Legion on March 4th to walk us all through a painting of our 
very own! $45 gets you all your supplies, Mary-Ann's expertise and a light lunch! Alcohol will also be available 
for purchase :)  
 

 
All proceeds will be split evenly among our 3 elementary 
schools for art supplies and projects of their own! Tickets 
available at Levack Mini Mart, Gillo's in Dowling or through 
Val 705-595-2081. All spots must be reserved by March 1st 
so Mary-Ann can be sure to have the right amount of 
supplies! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the painting to be done that evening. 
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Our congratulations to all those students who competed in the Legion’s Literary an Poster Competitions. 
Special Congratulations to our five students who placed at the provincial level as shown in the above 
categories.  
 

The Bursary Assistance Program 

The Bursary Program is designed to assist those students who are 
entering or continuing their post secondary education (including 
courses and training programs of a technical and vocational nature) 
and pursue the same course throughout their academic years. 

Approved bursary assistance is not based upon scholastic standing but rather on the successful admission 
status to a post secondary institution or successful completion of one or more years leading to a recognized 
degree, diploma or certificate. 
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The Bursary Program is funded through the Ontario Command Branches and Ladies' Auxiliaries Charitable 
Foundation. Ontario Command branches, and our Auxiliaries, raise funds for the Bursary Program through 
poppy tagging, and other activities such as bingo, break open tickets, banquets and clubhouse operations. 

2015 - 2016 Bursary form - English  
2015-2016 Formulaire de demande de bourse d'études (1) 

To ensure that you have completed the application in full, use the Checklist noted above. All 
applications MUST be mailed to our office. Applications will not be accepted by email or fax.  

The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command  
89 Industrial Parkway North, Aurora, ONT  L4G 4C4  
 

DEADLINE IS THE LAST FRIDAY IN MARCH 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If I had a magic wand, what would I do with Veterans' Benefits? 

Ottawa, ON - February 25, 2016 

Yesterday at the Senate Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs, I was asked what I would change if I could do 
whatever I wanted with Veterans’ benefits. This is the question we should all be asking. 

History has shown that changes to Veterans’ benefits are too often incremental and/or reactive. For the most 
part, they are based on individual circumstances. Many of these changes did not consider what strategic 
outcomes were to be achieved for all Veterans and their families. 

So, if I had a magic wand, I would start with a clean sheet of paper. I would list all the outcomes we need to 
achieve to support Veterans and their families. I would consider outcomes, such as: 

 financial security for life; 
 best possible health care; 
 fair compensation for pain and suffering; 
 a successful transition to a new job or to the best possible quality of life, if unable to work; and 
 informed Veteran-centric service delivery with timely decisions.  

Then I would design the benefits and administrative processes to achieve these outcomes. Without a clear 
understanding of Veteran outcomes, tinkering with existing benefits is a recipe for evolving complexity and 
disappointment.  

Read my full remarks from yesterday's appearance in front of the Senate Subcommittee on Veterans Affairs. 

Guy Parent 
Veterans Ombudsman 

 
 

http://www.on.legion.ca/docs/default-source/PDF/youth/bursary/2015---2016-bursary-form-2015-fillable.pdf?sfvrsn=10
http://www.on.legion.ca/docs/default-source/PDF/youth/bursary/2015-2016-formulaire-de-demande-de-bourse-d-39-études-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://ombudsman-veterans.gc.ca/eng/media/speeches/post/18
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Corporal, pastor and comrade Geoff Thiessen sees the Royal Canadian Legion as a special group of people 
who are set apart from other volunteer organizations in communities spread across the country. Thiessen told 
about 40 people attending the annual Past Presidents’ supper in the Estevan Legion Hall on Saturday night, 
the Legion was different thanks to their undying commitment to veterans along with their already well 
established and acknowledged efforts in building a better city and province. “It’s not necessarily membership 
and community focus, but the commitment to veterans that sets us apart,” said Thiessen. “Those who were 
and are willing to put their lives on the line. We are military at the core and when you join the Legion you 
realize the pride in service we provide for veterans.” 
 
Thiessen noted there were four elements of the Legion that made them a special organization, beginning with 
their belief in the military and those who serve in it. Holding the values and beliefs of a military personage can 
sometimes be challenging, he suggested. “The second is the fact we cherish the memory of the fallen soldiers, 
those who didn’t come home. Lest we forget? No, that’s why we visit schools to remind young people of what 
this is about. That is why we have cenotaphs in our communities. We keep the history alive, so we can 
remember the price of peace and freedom.” Serving families of those who serve was the third element 
Thiessen said he admired about the Legion. “When those military personnel come home they need help, 
whether it’s PTSD (post traumatic stress disorder) or other assistance that is required. The Legion is there, 
because we are passionate for the cause.” The fourth element, was the combined strength of the Legion for 
“together we make a difference. We can symbolize the fact that many hands make light work and we prove 
that point.” Before bringing the evening’s program to a close, Estevan Branch No. 60 president Troy 
LeBlancLeBlanc noted that 2015 had been a memorable year with the realization of the Veterans’ Park in the 
Royal Heights area of the city, coming to a reality while the ambitious Soldiers’ Tree project has been launched 
with plans to place it near the cenotaph, in the central part of the city on the courthouse lawn.  
 
The above story has been edited from an article that appeared in the digital edition of the Estavan Mercury, 
Saskatchewan and was written by Norm Park, Feb. 17, 2016. The complete article may be found at: 
 
http://www.estevanmercury.ca/news/community-features/thiessen-points-out-why-the-legion-is-special-
1.2173928 
 
I thank Nancy Bischoff Adams, Br. 254, Mattawa, for drawing this story to my attention. 

http://www.estevanmercury.ca/news/community-features/thiessen-points-out-why-the-legion-is-special-1.2173928
http://www.estevanmercury.ca/news/community-features/thiessen-points-out-why-the-legion-is-special-1.2173928

